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A Worldwide First:  East Hill Singers to 
Perform Handel's Messiah 

 
 

Arts in Prison, Inc. is thrilled to announce that the next East Hill Singers 
co  ncert will be the first ever of its kind.  They will be performing

Handel's beloved oratorio, Messiah.   This is the first time in history that 
the Messiah has been performed by a prison choir outside the walls of a 

prison. 
  

The performance is the brainchild of East Hill Singers conductor, Kirk 
Carson. 

  
The East Hill Singers is a 13 year old chorus comprised of inmates from 

Lansing Correctional Facility along with volunteer singers from the 
community.  Usually those volunteers are men.  For this concert, 

however, it is necessary to have female singers as well.  So the regular 
East Hill Singers inmates and volunteers will be joined by women from 
the choirs of Colonial Church in Prairie Village and Community Christian 
Church in Kansas City, MO.  Singers from Village Presbyterian Church, 
Country Club Church, and the William Baker Festival Singers will also 

join with the regular volunteers to present this piece. 
  

The same concert will be given on two dates.  The locations are 
churches where the East Hill Singers will be performing for the first 

time. 
  

Sunday, November 6, 2011 

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 11311 Johnson Drive, 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_bZcewRY-yNqx1M7FG53Qjq4Jdc5Qx-3-h7ERTFbFt0MEwI49jHZCLlWxhAq9SxUwDKSU6wXPlkBHPsC5CRHS0cH65h1vl_LWnxMkFfBPnW3lKj91gmfMA13GbFnCgRY9EmKSdlACNFYVg==�
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101386443622�
mailto:info@artsinprison.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_bZiiJNTjfknn0PwXePWQqLK85uXkXd0SXHlPoCOfYGvxEZZupc-ka6AMi7oamoJwNfKQiQKhRpaIeotlpI4EpJ3K69lUNPidO6BDPAHe6VM_A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_baWUzchRpwoFanwI21-hWUrGK5-X7_7L1PoQiBsw6fzlY-jWiPTVz267IVavP04LFcS9Uqy8FcTDRNcDtNx4Yvdvt8O7eaIOju7naBfNBm1KygDN1j-l0ui4vgE0UsTa2s=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_bZwEIwix7XDYFRREaTPVgRL7csHwoOabLDnbfTEtWz3s0cxoQjCwBDwdcTpKvebT5vFgaqH5IycwBiz_LydRmjFHygqYcB4OfMMWfziiioPMHakqgLHnggl42tFY0ZoFese7o46_iRz2A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_bbdWC2RCNJITnSqsl3L97p5z4swXKXNrwSnfnXzov23bOzLliwHyC7ERork0eXs4IN4M3DuWoRguNnxaZhVOEEQvQ0wY_fVIg-0_B6OXGhM1TIyZY-HpOimbJYlkzj-sPk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_bZ4-bQaXm7VRBQKbGehYYk3PFmWi2smD6s77Ma9tN4OnKOlBavyJ25zpg_RlCAzRJQccLNIaCdfwfYWrZ9BPjStkbogQF0omcE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_bZ4-bQaXm7VRBQKbGehYYk3PFmWi2smD6s77Ma9tN4OnKOlBavyJ25zpg_RlCAzRJQccLNIaCdfwfYWrZ9BPjStkbogQF0omcE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_bZ4-bQaXm7VRBQKbGehYYk3PFmWi2smD6s77Ma9tN4OnKOlBavyJ25zpg_RlCAzRJQccLNIaCdfwfYWrZ9BPjStkbogQF0omcE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_bYCbqweootZPXzzIb0SC-5SJ9jVGXWBMTVCPgxSlZ9coSEpEci8t_p65bZQBK-FcHowe9F2KfGVhWdh5ZTScPqOcujUHNGp3HwMv_CLkhXIxOQgVHaC683y2Sl6IbW8ocsGS9OJ62bh91BEqpARHJQXP7nd0RJXZ8o=


Shawnee, KS 

4:00 p.m. 
  

Sunday, November 13, 2011 

Grace United Methodist Church, 11485 S. 
Ridgeview Road, Olathe, KS 

4:00 p.m. 
  

Concerts are free and open to the public.  A free-will offering will be 
requested. 

 

New inmate art:  Going digital  
Lansing Correctional Facility inmate, Donald C., has donated several 
digital works of art that he has created.  We loved their vibrant colors 
and bold designs.  Arts in Prison is in the process of having them 
printed on art print paper and frame, but we want to share some of the 
images with you here.  The framed prints will be available at the 
upcoming East Hill Singers concerts. 
  
  

                     
  

Documentary on East Hill Singers: 
Update and fundraising report 
As you may remember from previous messages, a Los Angeles film 
company is creating a documentary about Arts in Prison and the East 
Hill Singers.  It is a labor of love for them, and they continue to raise 
the funds needed for its completion.  If you would like to support this 
project, please let us know, or send your gift designated for this 
project. 
  

  
  

AiP Website now has a store! 
Arts in Prison's website has been undergoing a transformation.  We are 
excited to announce that the site now hosts a shop at which you can 
purchase your favorite AiP art, photography and notecards.  Stay tuned 
for more website updates.  Meanwhile, check out our new Gallery/shop 
area at Arts in Prison online shop. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_baLK0kJUINbYbdi9LRgodjWqeTsGNF4NK_LaQ2m64_jywL21UnSeyX_D3rpHMIok1JWwjnZjMatd5-urugH9JMQhdFcRckXOFomyCUmaj_zrtjRuAnXRRXQ


  
  

New Arts in Prison classes   
Arts in Prison has begun several new classes at Lansing Correctional 
Facility.  We are excited about each class and grateful to our wonderful 
volunteer teachers. 
   

Director's Column from  
Leigh Lynch, Executive Director  
  
Have you ever wondered what the East Hill Singers think about their 
concert and singing experiences?  East Hill conductor Kirk Carson takes 
some time after each performance for the singers to share their 
observations and thoughts. 
  
The first thing shared is usually great appreciation for the "fantastic 
meal" the inmates received from the host church.  After everyone has 
commented on what a treat the dinner was, the singers start to explore 
what it felt like to stand before a large audience.  
  
Sometimes, they have never stood in a performance space so large.  
Sometimes, they marvel at the size of the crowd, and some admit a bit 
of stage fright.  Sometimes they even notice how wonderful the sound 
is in the space, something attributable to the skills they are developing 
under Kirk's guidance.  Always, there are comments about how gracious 
and appreciative the audience members who come through the 
receiving line are.  "This woman came up to us with tears in her eyes.  
She said we gave her hope. By the time she was done I was crying 
too." expressed one inmate singer.  "The people are always so 
welcoming.  It gives me hope for when I get out." remarked another.   
Then the talk turns to family.   
  
"Some of my family won't visit me at the facility, but they always come 
to the concerts. It was really nice to have a chance to see them." "My 
son hadn't spoken to me in years, but he came to a concert last year 
and brought my newborn grandson.  Now we are in touch regularly.  I 
am really looking forward to the next concert!  I love my son."  Almost 
every inmate has a similar story.  Probably the one that pulls tightest 
on the heart strings is a singer we will call "Alec".  His daughters had 
not had contact with him for 20 years, but this year they contacted his 
sister, from whom they learned about an upcoming concert.  Without 
letting him know in advance, they traveled to Kansas City to see him 
sing.  He caught sight of them a few times during the warm up, but it 
was not until the receiving line that he was sure.  He was still crying 
with wonder and joy long after the concert. 
  
Another inmate comment brings home the wide reach that Arts in 
Prison programs have: "My kids get to see me doing something 
positive." It meant so much to him that, through what he is doing in the 
East Hill Singers, he is recreating the image that his children have of 



him.  And he and his children can continue to bond through sharing this 
experience. 
  
Statistics show that children of the incarcerated are more likely to get 
into trouble themselves.  Think about how through singing, drawing, 
painting or performing, the men in our programs are showing loved 
ones that they can change their lives. Positive change inspired and 
motivated through the arts is impacting more than one at-risk 
population.  Thank you for your continuing support. 
     
Leigh 
 
  

Use GoodSearch.com online, get 
discounts, help Arts in Prison.  It's a 
win-win-win!!  

This is going to be the easiest thing we've ever asked you to do! 
  
Sign up with GoodSearch.com and now every time you shop online or 
search the internet, a donation will be made to Arts in Prison. 
  
Here's how: 
GoodShop.com works with more than 2,500 stores (including Target, 
Apple, Petsmart etc..) and every time you purchase something, a 
percentage will be donated to us! And, even more 
exciting, GoodShop also offers over 100,000 of the most up-to-date 
coupons and free shipping offers so you can save money at the same 
time. It's win win. 
  
GoodSearch is a Yahoo powered search engine which makes a donation 
to us each time you do a search.  Click below, and thanks! 
  
Good Search page for Arts in Prison 

  

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=g8958xbab&et=1108006635501&s=572&e=001Sm0BFQGV_baP9wZsf0Q2--TkdiBWbFZ1pYLjpeFb6KWWCE5rsLwk-gi6WGUoKasEh0-MLaoeRD7v3Zk-p8K4qeE-8MvS6JzVV1ZKww6Ht-SVqqEQMiXH6mykiayAfVKtIsr2Y2F5q5gMNTQliDeTJzimcpC24gt1

